Introduction to the Showy Decrease

How It Works

Before & After

The Showy Decrease is a line of decreases, k2tog or ssk for example, joined
together with a slip stitch on the next wrong side row or round. That’s it, a simple
idea that will have an amazing impact on your knitting. It turns a decrease into a
decorative element.

It’s Not Hard to Knit
It’s actually easier to knit a Showy Decrease pattern. The ability to see the next
decrease when knitting on the right side (you’ll see, it’s really noticeable) means you
don’t need to count how many stitches until the next decrease.
Same thing on the wrong side – you’ll spot the 2 strands of the k2tog and know
just where to slip. You’ll be amazed how much simpler this makes your knitting so
don’t be afraid that it’s too complicated – it’s just the opposite. In class I make the
students turn over the instructions half way through the swatch so they can learn to
spot the stitches as they knit. Give it a try, it’s very important when knitting the
shawl.

Not only to the right and left leaning decreases match,
they rise up off the fabric, adding more texture..

Showy Right

Showy Left

The Left Leaning Decrease (ssk)
The traditional, right-slanting k2tog is pretty straight forward and well behaved. It
doesn’t require any fiddling with stitches and lies pretty well in the fabric. But its left
leaning cohort has always been a bit wonky .
The stitches of the left slanting decrease need to be reoriented in order to lie flat
(ssk) and, try as we might, the two just never looked exactly the same … until now.
The right and left leaning Showy Decreases are perfectly matched and can join
beautifully in a point.

What You Can Do With It!
Thing really start to get fun when you see all the ways you can apply this one
technique which is why I’m so excited to get you started learning it.
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Both yo’s sit outside & slip stitches are
positioned so the needle enters them first.

Reading Charts
Both written and charted instructions are included.
However, it is much easier to read charts with the
Showy Decreases. We have a chart tutorial
available in the free down-load section of our
website to help. KnittingNuances.com

copyright Knitting Nuances 2018

Introduction to the Showy Decrease

Traditional Swatch
Here’s an example of a typical swatch with garter edges and a line of eyelets. I know you’re going to want to skip
this swatch and go right to the new one. I ask you please to try this one too because it’s hard to really appreciate
the difference unless you do. Start by casting on 19 sts.

Row 1 (WS): k19
Row 2 (RS): k19
Row 3: k19
Row 4: k19
Row 5: k3, p13, k3
Row 6: k11, k2tog, yo, k6
Row 7: k3, p13, k3
Row 8: k10, k2tog, yo, k7
Row 9: k3, p13, k3
Row 10: k9, k2tog, yo, k8

Row 11: k3, p13, k3
Row 12: k8, k2tog, yo, k9
Row 13: k3, p13, k3
Row 14: k7, k2tog, yo, k10
Row 15: k3, p13, k3
Row 16: k6, k2tog, yo, k11
Row 17: k3, p13, k3
Row 18: k19
Row 19: k19
Row 20: k19
Row 21: k19

New and Improved Showy Decrease Swatch
So what’s different here? Let’s start with the seed stitch top
and bottom edge, it’s just let bulky than garter. Next are the
decorative side edges. The trick to prevent too much rolling is
that singe rib line 4-stitches in. It helps the edges stitches set
into the kit fabric. And then there is the Showy Decrease, of
course. Note how the only difference is that slip stitch on
wrong side rows. As you knit this swatch I want you to try to
spot the pattern as you knit. When you do you you won’t need
to count any more! Start by casting on 21 sts.

Row 1 (WS): *k1, p1*, k1
Row 2 (RS): *k1, p1*, k1
Row 3: [k1, p2, k1], p13, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 4: [k1, h2, p1], k13, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 5: [k1, p2, k1], p3, sl wyif, p9, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 6: [k1, h2, p1], k8, k2tog, yo, k3, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 7: [k1, p2, k1], p4, sl wyif, p8, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 8: [k1, h2, p1], k7, k2tog, yo, k4, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 9: [k1, p2, k1], p5, sl wyif, p7, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 10: [k1, h2, p1], k6, k2tog, yo, k5, [p1, h2, k1]
(Time to turn this page over and knit by sight!)
Row 11: [k1, p2, k1], p6, sl wyif, p6, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 12: [k1, h2, p1], k5, k2tog, yo, k6, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 13: [k1, p2, k1], p7, sl wyif, p5, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 14: [k1, h2, p1], k4, k2tog, yo, k7, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 15: [k1, p2, k1], p8, sl wyif, p4, [k1, p2, k1]
Row 16: [k1, h2, p1], k3, k2tog, yo, k8, [p1, h2, k1]
Row 17: [k1, p2, k1], p13, k1, p2, k1
Row 18: *k1, p1*, k1
Row 19: *k1, p1*, k1
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